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away, and of being taken advantage of; we
value position and status and respectability
very high; we like to know who a man is,
what he stands for, what his influence
amounts to, what he is worth; and all this
is very injurious to our simplicity, because
we estimate people so much not by their
real merits but by their accumulated influ-
ence. I do not believe that we shall ever
rise to true greatness as a nation until we
learn not to take property so seriously. It
is true that we prosper in the world at
present, we keep order, we make money,
we spread a bourgeois sort of civilisation,
but it is not a particularly fine or fruitful
civilisation, because it deals so exclusively
with material things. I do not wish to
decry the race, because it has force, tough-
ness, and fine working qualities; but we
do not know what to do with our prosperity
when we have got it; we can make very
little use of leisure; and our idea of success
is to have a well-appointed house, expensive
amusements, and to distribute a dull and
costly hospitality, which ministers more to
our own satisfaction than to the pleasure
of the recipients.
There really can be few countries where